
April 2020  

SYNOPSIS  
Of Minutes of the March 19, 2020  

Meeting of the Board of Governors 
 

The regular meeting was cancelled due to CoVid19 safety concern.  Reports were sent in via email.   
 
Commodore’s Report: I believe it was in the best interest of our members, along with the majority of the BOGs 
decision to cancel the BOG meeting on Thursday March 19, 2020. It is too soon to decide what course of action 
we will take for our upcoming meetings, and how this current situation is with the Infectious Corona Virus. For all 
we know all of NYC may be in a quarantine situation, and that will be beyond our control. We can hope that this 
will be resolved before our next General meeting. That will be dealt with as we get closer to that time.  Nasim is 
away this week, sailing down in the British Virgin Islands, but David and I are both available.  
I would like for our members to remember Arnon in their thoughts, he was very supportive of Miramar. I also 
have discussed with the Bridge for a bench to be made with a small plaque in memory of Arnon Ben-Ari, and im-
mediately David Shin volunteered to build one. Eugene Kharlamb has indicated he would like to have a memorial 
service for Arnon, once that date and time is determined, an email will go out.  
Carlos has been cleaning when he first gets to work and again before he leaves each day to wipe down any and all 
surfaces areas that have been used at the club, it’s just a minimum cleaning, but at least it will help protect our 
members that are still going to the club on a daily basis.   Nasim, David and I have been working on weekly bases 
keeping our finances up to date, until a new Treasurer can be approved by the Board.  Jerry Borell was appointed 
last month to be the Chair of the Financial Oversight committee, along with Mike Friedman.  
Working in the medical field, I just want you to know, it is imperative that we honor this quarantine, to the best of 
our ability.  It is the best way to try and curtail the spread of this invisible virus. Once this is over, Miramar will 
shine, and we all can enjoy our time at the club and on the water. 
 
Vice Commodore’s Report: see page 4 reported from David Shin 
 
Rear Commodore’s Report:  Nasim Shamailov reported as follows: 
1. The Captain classes were completed, with 8 people from our club participating. It was a very interest-
ing experience. We will be taking exams in March-April. 
2. The tool room is clean, freshly-painted, and we started to put up new shelves.  
3. We replaced old light fixtures in the South staircase (except for the very top one) with new LED-motion light. It 
is very bright and economical, using only 15W and turns on only when somebody passes by. 
4. Roof light replacement has started. So far only one light is installed, as a proof of concept, and it looks very 
good and very bright.  
5. Email for the club is being upgraded. Now our club will have multiple emails and email 
groups. sail@miramaryc.com is still active. More details will be provided later. 
6. The website is being replaced gradually. The new website is activated and currently attached to our new domain 
name - miramaryc.org, which was acquired for the club. New project plans: 
1. Continue and complete network wiring to the dock, which will improved Wi-Fi that will not interfere with the 
VHF.  
2. Upon completion of roof light installation, we are going to start installing new dock lights.  
3. Upon completion of tool-room renovation, we will start renovating the electrical room,  
4. Sailing classes are being scheduled, but work on publicity of it hasn't begun.    

Miramar prepares for  the new season and adjusts to the new reality 

mailto:sail@miramaryc.com
http://miranaryc.org/


Membership Committee:  Ruth Witztum reported that on March 14, the committee interviewed 3 appli-
cants: 
1.  Satish Shahi, joining as a non-boat owner, to be the boat partner of Andy Snyder; 
2.  Yevgeniy Pustovoytov, owner of a 30-ft Catalina, who will be taking a slip; 
3.  Mike and Sarah Petrello, non-boat owners. 
The applications are posted, and will be voted on at the April meeting. 
 

Tender Committee:  Joe Vega reported that all supplies are on hand for the spring servicing. The me-
chanic has been schedule to perform the servicing. New Water Pumps for both tenders were ordered. The 
pumps will be replaced either before or after the tenders are launched. The crane is schedule to launch the 
tenders on April 23rd.  The dated may have to be changed ( to May 7th) The USCG has scheduled our Dry 
dock Inspection for September 30th. Efforts are being made to get an earlier inspection date.  The Launch 
Date and First Day of Service may have to be postponed.  
 

Ready Boat:  Ruth noted that she heard (indirectly) that some people are not signing up to use the 
"Ready Boat" because they are not allowed to race it.  On behalf of the membership committee, she asks the 
Board to consider if this policy should be changed.  This will be discussed at the next Board meeting.   
 

Blessing of the Fleet:   Rich Lubell reported that we are scheduled to have the Blessing on June 28th. 
The procession is from noon to 3 pm passing the SBYC docks. The party this year will be hosted at Rocka-
way Point YC.  Details will be announced as the date gets closer.. 
 
Landscape & Gardening:  Barbara Banchik reported:  Miramar’s grounds will soon greet all with beauti-
ful colors and tranquil settings. Our blooming magnolia tree will welcome all as you enter the club. Carlos has 
watered our plants over the winter and they will be placed around the grounds. The memorial corner built in 
memory of Barbara Shapiro will start blooming with beautiful lavender lilacs and wonderful rosebushes, filling 
the air with the scent of Spring. And our flagpole will soon be circled with bright yellow Irises. (All this because 
our basic landscaping was planned using perennials.)  Our grounds are spacious and open. When we, our 
nation, our world, recover from COVID 19 Miramar’s grounds and clean outdoor air will be welcoming and 
tranquil, lovely to walk through on your way to a wonderful day on the water. 
This year our “annual” flowers and herbs will be planted at a future date TBA. 
 
Seek ‘n Sail:  Barbara Banchik reported that they will follow the same format as every year (subject to schedule changes be-
cause of virus). 
 

Sailing Class:  Barbara Reported that Nasim has a program, we will work under his plan. 
 

Log Committee:  Kathleen Higgins, Chair, along with  Cristin Friley and Ollie Alpert are hard at work on the 2020 log. 
Many members have not yet submitted their renewal/registration forms making their task unnecessarily difficult.  Mem-
bers please send in your forms so our records and the Log can be accurate and complete! 

 
Entertainment Committee:  Chair Leon Paley reported: began by thanking the Commodore for being so proac-
tive, and keeping things moving in the right direction.  These are his plans, subject to the current coronavirus conditions.  
We will continue to have our very successful Post Race Dinners, but with one major change. We will have a system in 
place, so that at least 2 days prior to the dinners, you confirm your attendance. The detains will be announced at the 
Spring general meeting.  We are planning to have a Wine & Cheese event the last week in April - a reason to get us all 
together.  Think MIRAMAR and the upcoming sailing season!   
There will be a Memorial Day Party.  The exact date and details will follow.  On July 4th we will have a catered party, all 
suggestions welcome. 

Good and welfare: Thank you to our officers and Board for your cooperation and leadership to carry on in this crisis. (Barbara 
Banchik) 
 
Stay healthy!  Stay safe!  Stay home! 
Danielle Ruttman 
 Club Secretary  



A Brief History of Miramar Racing: The early years 1950s to 1980s 
 
Miramar celebrated its 75th anniversary last season dating from the time it was incorporated in 1944. The 
club began at the Palms Cabana Club at 3128 Emmons Ave, and moved to its present location in the 
1960s, with the building being constructed in 1969.  
 
Racing has always been a major staple of life at Miramar. In the early days, many members owned 
smaller day sailing vessels that were dry 
docked. These included Snipes, Thistles, 
and especially Lightnings. In 1954, the club 
log lists 14 Lightnings. In the 1960’s, one 
of the most active Lightning skippers was 
former Commodore Ralph Alpert. His boat, 
Ollie Oops, was named after our current 
member, Oli Alpert, his wife and crew-
mate. One of their competitors was Jules 
Spodek, another former Commodore (who 
recently passed last year). His boat, Three 
Belles, was named after his wife and his 
two daughters. Paul Shomer co-owned the boat, and he and his daughter, Wendy, a long serving current 
member, helped crew. 

 

Miramar had a large fleet of Flying Scots in the 1960s 
too. Among the 8 Scots listed in the 1965 log is QTPY, 
the pride of Bill Kossman, Commodore from 1967-69, 
and his wife, our present member, Debby Kossman. 
QTPY stands for Cutie Pie, the name that Bill liked to 
call Debby.  
 

Our fleet of Ensigns began populating the club in the 
early 1960s. Two other former Commodores, and cur-
rent members, Ernie Wasserman and Irv Shapiro were 
responsible for promoting the use of the newly de-

signed, swift and sturdy Ensigns. Ernie owned Calvados, one of the first Ensigns/Electras to be manu-
factured. Irv followed with Playful, and soon 
became a perennial Ensign champion. Barbara 
Banchik, another former Commodore and En-
sign racing champ and instructor, had joined the 
club as a Snipe sailor in 1959, and was also an 
active Lightning crew. She joined the Ensign 
ranks in 1971 when she received Lucky Us, the 
Ensign she’s been sailing and racing at the club 
now for nearly 50 years. In the 1980s and 90s 
Barbara ran sailing classes out of Kingsborough 
Community College. Richie Laub brought 
Cookie Monster to the club in the late 1970’s 
and soon became the champion Ensign racer. 
     In the 1980s, Miramar listed 35 Ensigns in the club’s fleet! 
 
 
See page 4 for Division 1 racing history 



The Division One fleet was also active from 
the start of Miramar. Many of the most luxuri-
ous Yachts from the 1950s and 1960s were the 
Hinckley Sparkman and Stephens designed 
Yachts. Walter Raskin, Commodore in 1970, 
and his family cruised and raced a Hinckley. In 
1959, Hinckley became the first boat manufac-
turers to offer a fiberglass hull. Gil Cigal, Com-
modore in the 1974-76, and current member 
bought the classic Bermuda 40 Yawl, Sea-
quence, and became a regular racing champion 
(as well as an active cruiser). The Romer 
Shoals Regatta was innaguerated in 1961, the 
brain child of Max Cadassi to promote Divi-
sion 1 racing and it included Sheepshead Bay 
Yacht Club, Miramar and Deep Creek as 
founding members.  
 In the 1980s, Miramar listed sixty five 
Division 1 boats in its fleet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vice commodore report (from page 1) 
 

I hope everyone is well in this unique and scary time. 
 
The month of March has been very slow on the water. 
Freddy, Josh and I have created a “blue print” on the construction of the dock and 
purchased the necessary materials. The basic frame for the dock has been assem-
bled and we estimate the finalized construction of the dock in a week. 
 
The coast guard’s out of water inspection for the tenders could only be scheduled for April 30th. 
We were unsuccessful in our attempts to have the inspection before original launch date and had to push back 
the April 23rd launch date of the tenders to May 7th.  (pending the passing of the April 30th inspection) 
 
Please take care of yourselves in these crazy times and if there is any thing that needs attention at the club, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
David Shin 
 

 

Miramar Mainsheet 
Distributed on the first of every month  
Submit entries before the 25th to: 
Richlubell@verizon.net  
Miramar Yacht Club, Inc | 3050 Emmons Ave | 
Brooklyn NY 11235 | www.miramaryc.com  


